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PROBE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This is a U.S. national stage of International application
No. PCT/JP2011/078865 filed on Dec. 14, 2011.

This patent application claims the priority of Japanese
application no. 2010-280557 filed Dec. 16, 2010, the dis-
closure content of which is hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a probe provided with an
illuminating optical fiber, a receiving optical fiber and a lens.

BACKGROUND ART

Various techniques have been proposed and put into
practical use for the purpose of observation and detection of
lesional states of biological tissues. In particular, endoscope
which is inserted into internal hollow organs, captures
images of biological tissues and transmits the acquired
images has widely been disseminated. The techniques hav-
ing been proposed are directed not only to image diagnosis
merely based on visible light, but also to techniques with
wise use of ultrasonic wave, florescence or spectral light. In
particular, the method making use of fluorescence takes an
advantage of capability of real-time diagnosis.

In the fluorescence-assisted diagnosis, an excitation light
is illuminated on a site of measurement so as to induce
therefrom emission of fluorescence, and wavelength and
intensity of the emitted fluorescence are analyzed. Probe has
been developed for the convenience of such diagnosis, and
has been used for diagnosing lesional states of biological
tissues and status of disease of cancer and so forth (types of
disease, range of invasion, etc.).

This sort of probe incorporates an illuminating optical
fiber, a receiving optical fiber and a lens. Excitation light
output from the end of the illuminating optical fiber is cast
onto a site to be measured of a biological tissue, and the
fluorescence emitted from the site to be measured of the
biological tissue is cast through the lens onto to the end of
the receiving optical fiber.

Patent Document 1 discloses a technique of immobilizing
two optical fibers to a ferrule, but with no disclosure on
immobilization of the lens.

Patent Document 2 discloses a technique of disposing a
coupling lens ahead of the end faces of two optical fibers,
with one optical fiber aligned with the axis of a ferrule, the
other optical fiber decentered from the axis of the ferrule, the
end faces of these two optical fibers and the ferrule are
aligned, and these end faces are inclined with respect to the
optical axis of the optical fiber.

Patent Document 3 discloses a technique of disposing a
plurality of lenses between one multi-mode optical fiber and
an LED, so as to condense light emitted from the LED
through the plurality of lenses onto the end of the multi-
mode optical fiber.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid Open
Publication No. H10-62653
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Patent Document 2: International Publication W02002/
071115

Patent Document 3: Japanese Patent Application Laid Open
Publication No. 2008-197241

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

None of the techniques of Patent Documents 1 to 3 has,
however, discloses an optimum positional relation between
the lens and the optical fibers. More specifically, these
techniques have not been directed to reduce noise possibly
produced when fluorescence emitted from the site of mea-
surement of the biological tissue reflects, for example, on the
surface of the lens.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to allow
light emitted from a site of measurement of a biological
tissue to efficiently enter the end of the receiving optical
fiber, and to reduce reflection noise typically on the surface
of the lens.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to solve the above problem, a probe includes a
receiving optical fiber having a first optical axis and having
at an end thereof an input face orthogonal to the first optical
axis, an illuminating optical fiber having a second optical
axis parallel to the first optical axis and having at an end
thereof an output face orthogonal to the second optical axis
and a lens having a positive power, which casts light output
from the output face of the illuminating optical fiber onto a
site of measurement of a biological tissue, and condenses
light emitted from the site of measurement of the biological
tissue onto the input face of the receiving optical fiber, and
the lens includes a convex surface faced to the input face and
the output face, a flat surface formed opposite to the convex
surface, and a third optical axis which crosses the convex
surface at the center thereof and orthogonally crosses the flat
surface at the center thereof, and the distance from the center
of the convex surface to the first optical axis is shorter than
the distance from the center of the convex surface to the
second optical axis.

Preferably, the first optical axis, the second optical axis
and the third optical axis are in parallel to each other.

Preferably, assuming a numerical aperture of the output
face of the illuminating optical fiber as NA, an effective
diameter of the lens as ¢, a distance from the center of the
convex surface of the lens to the input face of the receiving
optical fiber and to the output face of the illuminating optical
fiber as d, and the distance from the center of the convex
surface to the second optical axis as .2, the relation below
is satisfied:

0<|[2 = g — d xtan(sin "' NA), [Mathematical Formula 1]

Preferably, the third optical axis and the first optical axis
are aligned.

Preferably, the third optical axis is inclined away from the
first optical axis.

Preferably, assuming an angle of inclination of the third
optical axis away from the first optical axis as 0, the
numerical aperture of the output face of the illuminating
optical fiber as NA, the effective diameter of the lens as ¢,
the distance from the center of the convex surface of the lens
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to the input face of the receiving optical fiber and the output
face of the illuminating optical fiber as d, and the distance
from the center of the convex surface to the second optical
axis as L2, the relation below is satisfied:

0 <[12] 5 (sinf + cos)% —d xran(sin L), [Methematical Formula 2]

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, light emitted from the
site of measurement of the biological tissue may efficiently
enter the input face of the receiving optical fiber.

It is now also enabled to reduce noise caused by reflection
of light typically on the surface of the lens.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 This is a schematic cross sectional view illustrating
a near-end portion of a probe according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 This is a graph illustrating efficiency of incidence
of light into an input face of a receiving optical fiber.

FIG. 3A This is a schematic cross sectional view illus-
trating a near-end portion of a probe according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3B This is a cross sectional view illustrating the
receiving optical fiber, an illuminating optical fiber and the
lens illustrated in FIG. 3A, excluding the other constituents.

FIG. 4A This is a schematic cross sectional view illus-
trating a near-end portion of a probe according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B This is a cross sectional view illustrating the
receiving optical fiber, the illuminating optical fiber and the
lens illustrated in FIG. 4A, excluding the other constituents.

FIG. SA This is a schematic cross sectional view illus-
trating a near-end portion of a probe according to a fourth
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5B This is a cross sectional view illustrating the
receiving optical fiber, the illuminating optical fiber and the
lens illustrated in FIG. 5A, excluding the other constituents.

FIG. 6 This is a graph illustrating efficiency of incidence
of light, efficiency of reflection noise and SN ratio in the
probe illustrated in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 7 This is a graph illustrating efficiency of incidence
of light, efficiency of reflection noise and SN ratio in the
probe illustrated in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 8 This is a graph illustrating efficiency of incidence
of light, efficiency of reflection noise and SN ratio in the
probe illustrated in FIG. 5A.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

Modes of carrying out the present invention will be
explained below, referring to the attached drawings. Note
that any technical limitations made in the description below,
preferable for embodying the present invention, are not
intended to limit the scope of the present invention to the
embodiment and illustrated examples.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a sectional view illustrating a near-end portion
of a probe 1.
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4

The probe 1 has an illuminating optical fiber 20, a
receiving optical fiber 10 and a lens 30.

The base end portion of the probe 1 is connected to an
unillustrated base unit. The base units has a light source of
excitation light, a spectrometer, an analyzer and so forth.
The base end of the illuminating optical fiber 20 is connected
to the light source, and the base end of the receiving optical
fiber 10 is connected to the spectrometer. The excitation
light (X-ray, ultraviolet radiation, visible light, electromag-
netic wave, etc.) emitted from the light source enters the
base end of the illuminating optical fiber 20, propagates
inside the illuminating optical fiber 20 to reach the end
thereof, and output from the end thereof. The excitation light
output from the end of the illuminating optical fiber 20 is
then cast on a site of measurement through the lens 30. The
site of measurement of the biological body is excited by the
excitation light, and generates fluorescence. The fluores-
cence generated from the site of measurement of the bio-
logical tissue is condensed by the lens 30 onto the end of the
receiving optical fiber 10, and enters the end. The fluores-
cence entered the receiving optical fiber 10 propagates
therein to reach the base end of the receiving optical fiber 10,
and is then input to the spectrometer.

The receiving optical fiber 10 has a first optical axis
(centerline) 11 which extends along the receiving optical
fiber 10. The illuminating optical fiber 20 has a second
optical axis (center line) 21 which extends along the illu-
minating optical fiber 20. A near-end portion 13 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and a near-end portion 23 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20 are immobilized to an unillus-
trated ferrule, and thereby the first optical axis 11 of the
near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical fiber 10 is
disposed in parallel with the second optical axis 21 of the
near-end portion 23 of the illuminating optical fiber 20. By
the ferrule, the near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical
fiber 10 and the near-end portion 23 of the illuminating
optical fiber 20 are prevented from being bent.

The near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical fiber 10
and the near-end portion 23 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 are arranged so as to be adjacent to each other. The
near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the
near-end portion 23 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 may
be brought into contact or may be slightly spaced.

The receiving optical fiber 10 has the input face 12 formed
at the end thereof. The first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10 orthogonally crosses the input face 12 at the
center thereof.

The illuminating optical fiber 20 has the output face 22
formed at the end thereof. The second optical axis 21 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20 orthogonally crosses the output
face 22 at the center thereof.

The input face 12 and the output face 22 expose without
being covered with the ferrule. The input face 12 and the
output face 22 are aligned. While the input face 12 and the
output face 22 may be shifted back and forth (in the direction
of'the first optical axis 11 and the second optical axis 21), the
input face 12 and the output face 22 are anyway in a close
vicinity.

The core diameter of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the
core diameter of the illuminating optical fiber 20 may be
same or different.

The lens 30 is disposed ahead of the input face 12 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and ahead of the output face 22 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20. The lens 30 is fixed by a
holder, and the holder is attached to the ferrule. The relative
positional relation among the near-end portion 13 of the
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receiving optical fiber 10, the near-end portion 23 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20, and the lens 30 is kept
unchanged.

The lens 30 has a third optical axis (center line) 31. The
lens 30 has a fiber-opposing face 34 on the rear side (on the
side of the optical fibers 10, 20), and has an object-opposing
face 36 on the front side (object side).

The lens 30 is a plano-convex lens. More specifically, the
fiber-opposing face 34 is configured by a convex surface,
and the object-opposing face 36 is configured by a flat
surface. The fiber-opposing face 34 is preferably configured
by a spherical convex surface, and more preferably a semi-
spherical convex face. Note that the fiber-opposing face 34
may be configured by an aspherical convex surface.

The third optical axis 31 is an axis of rotation symmetry,
and the fiber-opposing face 34 and the object-opposing face
36 are surfaces rotationally symmetrical around the third
optical axis 31. The third optical axis 31 crosses the fiber-
opposing face 34 at right angles at the center 35 thereof
(nodal point on the fiber side). The third optical axis 31
crosses the object-opposing face 36 at right angles at the
center 37 thereof (nodal point at the object side).

The lens 30 has a positive power. A focal point 32 of the
lens 30 is set on the third optical axis 31 and behind the
fiber-opposing face 34. A plane which includes the focal
point and crosses the third optical axis 31 at right angles is
a focal plane 33. The focal point 32 of the lens 30 is
preferably set on the input face 12 of the receiving optical
fiber 10, or in the vicinity thereof. The focal point 32 of the
lens 30 is also preferably set on the output face 22 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20, or in the vicinity thereof.

The lens 30 is disposed so as to oppose the fiber-opposing
face 34 thereof to the input face 12 of the receiving optical
fiber 10 and the output face 22 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20. The object-opposing face 36 is opposed to the site
of measurement of the biological tissue.

The third optical axis 31 of the lens 30, the first optical
axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10, and the second
optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 are aligned
on the same plane. The cross section shown in FIG. 1 is
taken along a plane which contain all of the third optical axis
31 of the lens 30, the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10, and the second optical axis 21 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20.

It is preferable that both of the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and the second optical axis 21 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 cross the fiber-opposing
face 34 of the lens 30. Alternatively, the first optical axis 11
of'the receiving optical fiber 10 may cross the fiber-opposing
face 34 of the lens 30, whereas the second optical axis 21 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 does not have to cross the
fiber-opposing face 34 of the lens 30.

It is preferable that both of the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and the second optical axis 21 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 cross the object-opposing
face 36 of the lens 30. Alternatively, the first optical axis 11
of the receiving optical fiber 10 may cross the object-
opposing face 36 of the lens 30, and the second optical axis
21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 does not have to cross
the object-opposing face 36 of the lens 30.

The second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 is more distant away from the center 35 of the fiber-
opposing face 34 than the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 is. More specifically, assuming
now that the distance from the center 35 of the fiber-
opposing face 34 to the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10 as L1, and the distance from the center 35 of
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the fiber-opposing face 34 to the second optical axis 21 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 as 1.2, the relation (1) below
is satisfied:

L1<L2 o)

A reference line 38 illustrated in FIG. 1 contains the
center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 and is parallel to the
first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the
second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20.
FIG. 1 illustrates the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10 disposed between the second optical axis 21
of the illuminating optical fiber 20 and the reference line 38.
Note that the reference line 38 may also be positioned
between the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber
10 and the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20, with the formula (1) again satisfied.

The third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 may be inclined
away from the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical
fiber 10 and the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating
optical fiber 20, or may be in parallel with the first optical
axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the second
optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20. Which-
ever the case will be, the formula (1) is satisfied.

If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is inclined away
from the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10
and the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20, the third optical axis 31 and the reference line 38
obliquely cross at the center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34.
If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is in parallel with
the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and
the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber
20, the third optical axis 31 and the reference line 38 agree.

If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is in parallel with
the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and
the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber
20, the third optical axis 31 may agree with the first optical
axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10, or the third optical
axis 31 may shift from the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10. If the third optical axis 31 of the
lens 30 agrees with the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10, the distance .1 equals zero.

Since the formula (1) above is satisfied, so that if the third
optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is in parallel with the first
optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the
second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20
(without consideration on agreement between the third opti-
cal axis 31 of the lens 30 and the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10), the focal point 32 of the lens 30
is shifted from the output face 22 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20, and the focal point 32 is set in the vicinity of the
output face 22.

If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is in parallel with
the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and
the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber
20, and the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 does not agree
with the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10,
the focal point 32 of the lens 30 is shifted from the input face
12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and from the output face
22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20, and is set in the
vicinity of the input face 12 and the output face 22.

If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 agrees with the
first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10, the focal
point 32 of the lens 30 is set on the input face 12 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 or in the vicinity thereof.

If the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is inclined away
from the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10
and from the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating
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optical fiber 20, the focal point 32 of the lens 30 is set on
either one of the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber
10 and the output face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20
or in the vicinity thereof, while being shifted from the other
and fallen in the vicinity thereof.

Since the focal point 32 of the lens 30 positioned in this
way, the excitation light output from the output face 22 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 is collimated by the lens 30.
In other words, the excitation light output from the output
face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 is cast, as a near
parallel light, onto the site of measurement of the biological
tissue. Note that the excitation light as the near parallel light
is not always in parallel with the third optical axis 31 of the
lens 30.

The fluorescence emitted from the site of measurement of
the biological tissue is condensed by the lens 30 onto the
input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10, and then
enters the input face 12.

A mirror may be disposed between the fiber-opposing
face 34 of the lens 30, and the input face 12 of the receiving
optical fiber 10 and the output face 22 of the illuminating
optical fiber 20. In this configuration, the excitation light
output from the output face 22 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20 is reflected on the mirror, and enters the fiber-
opposing face 34 of the lens 30. In addition, the fluorescence
emitted from the site of measurement of the biological tissue
and cast by the lens 30 is reflected on the mirror, and then
enters the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10.
While the first optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber
10 and the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical
fiber 20 are bent by the mirror, the relation expressed by the
formula (1) above still applies to the portions of the first
optical axis 11 and second optical axis 21 which fall on the
lens 30 side of the mirror.

Since the relative positional relation among the receiving
optical fiber 10, the illuminating optical fiber 20 and the lens
30 is optimized as described above, and in particular, since
the formula (1) is satisfied, then the effects (1) to (3) below
will arise:

(1) The fluorescence emitted from the site of measure-
ment of the biological tissue efficiently enter the input face
12 of the receiving optical fiber 10. In other words, the
receiving optical fiber 10 is suppressed from being lowered
in the intensity of fluorescence which is incident thereon.

(2) Noise caused by reflection of light on the fiber-
opposing face 34 of the lens 30 and on the object-opposing
face 36 may be reduced.

(3) So-called SN ratio may be enhanced, and thereby the
noise caused by reflection of light on the fiber-opposing face
34 of the lens 30 or on the object-opposing face 36 may be
made less affective.

FIG. 2 is a graph illustrating intensity of fluorescence
incident on the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10.
FIG. 2 shows results of a simulation on the efficiency (ratio)
of intensity of fluorescence incident on the input face 12 of
the receiving optical fiber 10, while assuming the intensity
of fluorescence emitted from the site of measurement of the
biological tissue as 100%. As shown in FIG. 2, the efficiency
of intensity of the fluorescence incident on the input face 12
of the receiving optical fiber 10 is large so long as the
formula (1) above is satisfied, whereas the efficiency of
intensity of the fluorescence incident on the input face 12 of
the receiving optical fiber 10 is small, when the formula (1)
is not satisfied.

Next, an exemplary case where the third optical axis 31 of
the lens 30 agrees with the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 will be detailed (second embodi-
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ment). Also an exemplary case where the third optical axis
31 of the lens 30 is in parallel with the first optical axis 11
of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the second optical axis
21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20, and the third optical
axis 31 of the lens 30 is shifted from the first optical axis 11
of the receiving optical fiber 10, will be detailed (third
embodiment). Also an exemplary case where the third
optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is inclined away from the first
optical axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and from the
second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20
will be detailed (fourth embodiment).

Second Embodiment

FIG. 3A is a cross sectional view illustrating a near-end
portion of the probe 1, with the third optical axis 31 of the
lens 30 agreed with the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10. FIG. 3B is a drawing illustrating only the
receiving optical fiber 10, the illuminating optical fiber 20
and the lens 30.

The receiving optical fiber 10 and the illuminating optical
fiber 20 are placed so as to extend through a hollow tube 40
from one end to the other end thereof. The tube 40 is flexible.

A hollow lens holder 70 and the tube 40 are joined with
a ferrule holder 60. More specifically, a part of the ferrule
holder 60 is fitted to an opening at the end of the tube 40, and
the other part of the ferrule holder 60 is fitted to an opening
at the end of the lens holder 70.

The ferrule holder 60 is provided as a pipe, and has the
ferrule 50 fitted thereto. The near-end portion 13 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and the near-end portion 23 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20 extend through the ferrule 50
from one end face 51 to the other end face 52, and the input
face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the output face
22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 expose on the other
end face of the ferrule 50.

The near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical fiber 10
and the near-end portion 23 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 are brought into contact. The input face 12 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and the output face 22 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20 are aligned. Also the end face
of the ferrule 50 is aligned with the input face 12 and the
output face 22.

The lens 30 is fixed in the lens holder 70 by the lens holder
70.

The formula (1) above is satisfied, and is therefore the
distance L1 equals zero.

Assuming now that the numerical aperture of the illumi-
nating optical fiber 20 at the output face 22 thereof as NA,
the effective diameter of the lens 30 as ¢, the distance from
the center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 of the lens 30 to
the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and to the
output face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 as d, then
the formula (2) below is satisfied:

[Mathematical Formula 3]

0<|I2 = g — d x tan(sin"' NA). @

The upper limit of the distance L2 is given by the formula
(2). More specifically, the amount of shift ((the distance [.2)
of the second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 away from the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 is
limited by characteristics of the lens 30, a positional relation
between the lens 30 and the optical fibers 10, 20, and a mode



US 9,456,753 B2

9

of spreading of light output from the output face 22 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20. Conversely, given the distance
L2, some limitation will be introduced into the characteris-
tics of the lens 30 and the illuminating optical fiber 20.

By satisfying the formula (2), the excitation light output
from the output face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20
may be prevented from being partially blocked. In other
words, also ray emitted in the direction of maximum angle
¢ (c=sin~! NA), out of the whole excitation light output from
the output face 22, may be incident on the lens 30. Accord-
ingly, the excitation light output from the output face 22 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 may be used in an efficient
manner.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 4A is a sectional view illustrating the near-end
portion of the probe 1, with the third optical axis 31 of the
lens 30 aligned in parallel with the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and the second optical axis 21 of
the illuminating optical fiber 20, and the third optical axis 31
of the lens 30 is shifted from the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10. FIG. 4B illustrates only the
receiving optical fiber 10, the illuminating optical fiber 20
and the lens 30.

The tube 40, the ferrule 50, the ferrule holder 60 and the
lens holder 70 will not be explained herein, since they are
same as those described in Second Embodiment.

The near-end portion 13 of the receiving optical fiber 10
and the near-end portion 23 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 are immobilized by the ferrule 50, and the near-end
portions 13, 23 are brought into contact with each other. The
input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 and the output
face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 are aligned.

The formula (1) above is satisfied. The first optical axis 11
of' the receiving optical fiber 10 is placed between the second
optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 and the
third optical axis 31 of the lens 30.

The formula (2) above is satisfied, and thereby the upper
limit of the distance L2 is determined. Accordingly, the
excitation light output from the output face 22 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20 may be prevented from being
partially blocked.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 5A is a cross sectional view illustrating the near-end
portion of the probe 1, with the third optical axis 31 of the
lens 30 inclined away from the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and from the second optical axis 21
of the illuminating optical fiber 20. FIG. 5B illustrates only
the receiving optical fiber 10, the illuminating optical fiber
20 and the lens 30.

The tube 40, the ferrule 50, the ferrule holder 60 and the
lens holder 70 will not be explained herein, since they are
same as those described in Second Embodiment.

The third optical axis 31 of the lens 30 immobilized by the
lens holder 70 crosses the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 at an oblique angle. The third
optical axis 31 of the lens 30 also crosses the second optical
axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 at an oblique
angle.

The formula (1) above is satisfied. The first optical axis 11
of the receiving optical fiber 10 is disposed between the
second optical axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20
and the reference line 38.
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10

Assuming now the angle of inclination of the third optical
axis 31 of the lens 30 away from the first optical axis 11 of
the receiving optical fiber 10 as 6, the numerical aperture of
the illuminating optical fiber 20 at the output face 22 thereof
as NA, the effective diameter of the lens 30 as ¢, and the
distance from the center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 of
the lens 30 to the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber
10 and to the output face 22 of the illuminating optical fiber
20 as d, then the formula (3) below is satisfied.

[Mathematical Formula 4]

0 < |12 = (sind + cose)g — d xtan(sin "' NA) 3

The upper limit of the distance [.2 is determined by the
formula (3). By satisfying the formula (3), the excitation
light output from the output face 22 of the illuminating
optical fiber 20 may be prevented from being partially
blocked.

Example 1

A configuration having the third optical axis 31 of the lens
30 aligned in agreement with the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 (see FIG. 3A) was simulated.

Conditions of the simulation are as follow:

$=1.36 mm

=1.125 mm

R=0.68 mm

NA=0.22

NA2=0.22

D=1.7 mm

r1=0.1 mm

r2=0.1 mm

L2=0.11 mm

Where, ¢ is the effective diameter of the lens 30, f is focal
length of the lens 30, R is the radius of the lens 30, NA is
the numerical aperture of the illuminating optical fiber 20 at
the output face 22 thereof, NA2 is the numerical aperture of
the receiving optical fiber 10 at the input face 12 thereof, D
is the distance from the lens 30 to a target (object which
emits fluorescence), r1 is the diameter of the core of the
illuminating optical fiber 20, r2 is the diameter of the core
of the receiving optical fiber 10, L2 is the distance from the
center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 to the second optical
axis 21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 (the same will
apply also to Example 2 and Example 3 described later).

Intensity of scattered light which enters the input face 12
of the receiving optical fiber 10 was determined by the
simulation, while varying the distance d from the center 35
of the fiber opposing face 34 to the input face 12 of the
receiving optical fiber 10. Also intensity of noise caused by
reflection of scattered light on the fiber-opposing face 34 of
the lens 30, the object-opposing face 36 and so forth was
determined by the simulation. Also SN ratio was determined
by the simulation. Since the fluorescence is supposed to
randomly propagate just like scattered light, so that the
scattered light at the site of measurement, in place of the
fluorescence at the site of measurement, was simulated.

Results of the simulation are shown in FIG. 6. Explana-
tory note “A) Signal” in the drawing represents the ratio of
intensity of scattered light (efficiency) incident on the input
face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10, assuming the
intensity of light output from the illuminating optical fiber
20 as 100%. Explanatory note “B) Reflection noise” in the
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drawing represents ratio of intensity of scattered light (effi-
ciency) not incident on the input face 12 of the receiving
optical fiber 10, due to reflection on the fiber-opposing face
34 of the lens 30, the object-opposing face 36 and so forth,
assuming the intensity of light output from the illuminating
optical fiber 20 as 100%. Explanatory note “A/B” in the
drawing represents SN ratio.

By substituting [.2=0.11 into the formula (2), obtained are
d=<2.5 and d/f<2.2.

In this way, the upper limit of the distance d from the
center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 to the input face 12
of the receiving optical fiber 10 is determined. It is under-
stood from the graph in FIG. 6 that, in the range expressed
by d/f<2.2, the light emitted from the target efficiently enters
the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 (see
explanatory note “A) Signal™). It is also understood that the
reflection noise is low, and the SN ratio is high (see
explanatory note “B) Reflection Noise”, and explanatory
note “A/B”).

A maximum SN ratio in the range of d/f<2.2 appears at
d/f=2.2, and the SN ratio at d/f=0.9 is one tenth of the SN
ratio at d/f=2.2. The range of 0.9<d/f<2.20 is found to be
optimum for achieving sufficiently small noise and high
efficiency.

In the configuration of this Example, the noise level is less
readily reduced, and the SN ratio is less readily elevated
even if the distance between the optical fibers 10, and the
lens 30 is increased, since the region of reflection on the lens
30 causative of noise is large. The d/f is therefore considered
to range from a distance slightly shorter than the focal length
f up to the upper limit determined by the distance [.2.

Example 2

A configuration having the third optical axis 31 of the lens
30 aligned in parallel with the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and with the second optical axis 21
of the illuminating optical fiber 20, and having the third
optical axis 31 of the lens 30 shifted from the first optical
axis 11 of the receiving optical fiber 10 (see FIG. 4A), was
simulated.

Conditions of the simulation are as follow.

$=1.36 mm

=1.125 mm

R=0.68 mm

NA=0.22

NA2=0.22

D=1.7 mm

r1=0.1 mm

r2=0.1 mm

[2=0.15 mm

Results of the simulation are shown in FIG. 7. Explana-
tory notes in FIG. 7 are same as those in FIG. 6.

By substituting [.2=0.15 into the formula (2), obtained are
d=2.3 and d/f<2.0.

In this way, the upper limit of the distance d from the
center 35 of the fiber opposing face 34 to the input face 12
of the receiving optical fiber 10 is determined. It is under-
stood from the graph in FIG. 7 that, in the range expressed
by d/f<2.0, the light emitted from the target efficiently enters
the input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10, thereby
ensuring sufficiently low noise and high SN ratio.

The SN ratio at d/f=0.8 is one tenth of the maximum SN
ratio (=184) in the range of d/f<2.0. The range of 0.8<d/
f=<2.0 is found to be optimum for achieving sufficiently small
noise and high efficiency.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12
Example 3

A configuration having the third optical axis 31 of the lens
30 inclined away from the first optical axis 11 of the
receiving optical fiber 10 and from the second optical axis 21
of the illuminating optical fiber 20 (see FIG. 5A) was
simulated.

Conditions of the simulation are as follow.

$=1.36 mm

=1.125 mm

R=0.68 mm

NA=0.22

NA2=0.22

D=1.7 mm

r1=0.1 mm

r2=0.1 mm

L2=0.25 mm

0=5°

Note that 6 represents the angle of inclination of the third
optical axis 31 of the lens 30 away from the first optical axis
11, the second optical axis 21 and the reference line 38.

Results of the simulation are shown in FIG. 8. Explana-
tory notes in FIG. 8 are same as those in FIG. 6.

By substituting [.2=0.25 into the formula (3), obtained are
d=2.1 and d/f<1.9. In this way, the upper limit of the distance
d from the center 35 of the fiber-opposing face 34 to the
input face 12 of the receiving optical fiber 10 is determined.
It is understood from the graph in FIG. 8 that, in the range
expressed by d/f=1.9, the light emitted from the target
efficiently enters the input face 12 of the receiving optical
fiber 10, thereby ensuring sufficiently low noise and high SN
ratio.

The SN ratio at d/f=1.0 is one tenth of the maximum SN
ratio in the range of d/f<1.9. The range of 1.0<d/f<1.9 is
found to be optimum for achieving sufficiently small noise
and high efficiency.

In this Example, the noise may be reduced by inclining
the lens 30 so as to divert the reflection on the lens 30. The
lower limit of the distance d from the center 35 of the fiber
opposing face 34 to the input face 12 of the receiving optical
fiber 10 is given by the focal length f or around, whereas the
upper limit of the distance d is given by the formula (3).

As described in Example 1 to Example 3, the efficiency of
reception of light, the reflection noise on the lens 30, and the
ratio of them were determined by the simulation. It was
confirmed by the simulation that the reflection noise on the
lens 30 may be reduced by shifting the second optical axis
21 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 from the reference line
38 or from the third optical axis 31 of the lens 30, or by
inclining the lens 30.

However, the distance L1 from the center 35 of the fiber
opposing face 34 to the first optical axis 11 of the receiving
optical fiber 10, the distance L2 from the center 35 of the
fiber opposing face 34 to the second optical axis 21 of the
illuminating optical fiber 20, and the angle of inclination 6
of the lens 30 are limited by geometry of the lens 30,
divergence of the excitation light output from the output face
22 of the illuminating optical fiber 20 (numerical aperture
NA), and the distance d between the lens 30 and the optical
fibers 10, 20. This fact was demonstrated by the formula (2)
and formula (3).

Considering the above, it was shown that the lower limit
of the distance d from the lens 30 and the optical fibers 10,
is given by the focal length f or around of the lens 30,
whereas the upper limit of the distance d is given by the limit
value restricted by the distance L1, the distance 1.2 and the
angle of inclination 6.
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention is applicable to a probe configured
to illuminate the site of measurement of the biological tissue
with light, and to receive light emitted from the site of 5
measurement.

EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS

1 probe 10

10 receiving optical fiber

11 first optical axis

12 input face

20 illuminating optical fiber

21 second optical axis

22 output face

30 lens

31 third optical axis

34 fiber-opposing face

35 center

36 object-opposing face (flat surface)

The invention claimed is:

1. A probe comprising:

a receiving optical fiber having a first optical axis and
having at an end thereof an input face orthogonal to the
first optical axis;

an illuminating optical fiber having a second optical axis
parallel to the first optical axis and having at an end
thereof an output face orthogonal to the second optical
axis; and

a lens having a positive power, which is configured to cast
light output from the output face of the illuminating
optical fiber onto a site of measurement of a biological
tissue, and is configured to condense light emitted from
the site of measurement of the biological tissue onto the
input face of the receiving optical fiber,

wherein the lens includes a convex surface faced to the
input face and the output face, a flat surface formed
opposite to the convex surface, and a third optical axis
which crosses the convex surface at a center thereof
and orthogonally crosses the flat surface at a center
thereof,

wherein a distance, if any, along a direction from the
center of the convex surface to the first optical axis and
perpendicular to the first optical axis is shorter than a
distance along a direction from the center of the convex
surface to the second optical axis and perpendicular to
the second optical axis, and

wherein the first optical axis, the second optical axis and
the third optical axis are parallel to each other.

2. The probe of claim 1, wherein, assuming a numerical
aperture of the output face of the illuminating optical fiber
as NA, an effective diameter of the lens as ¢, a distance from
the center of the convex surface of the lens to the input face
of the receiving optical fiber and to the output face of the
illuminating optical fiber as d, and a distance along a
direction from the center of the convex surface to the second
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optical axis and perpendicular to the second optical axis as
L2, the following relation is satisfied:

0<|[2 = g — d xtan(sin "' NA),

3. The probe of claim 2, wherein the third optical axis and

the first optical axis are collinear.

4. The probe of claim 1, wherein the third optical axis and

the first optical axis are collinear.

5. A probe comprising:

a receiving optical fiber having a first optical axis and
having at an end thereof an input face orthogonal to the
first optical axis;

an illuminating optical fiber having a second optical axis
parallel to the first optical axis and having at an end
thereof an output face orthogonal to the second optical
axis; and

a lens having a positive power, which is configured to cast
light output from the output face of the illuminating
optical fiber onto a site of measurement of a biological
tissue, and is configured to condense light emitted from
the site of measurement of the biological tissue onto the
input face of the receiving optical fiber,

wherein the lens includes a convex surface faced to the
input face and the output face, a flat surface formed
opposite to the convex surface, and a third optical axis
which crosses the convex surface at a center thereof
and orthogonally crosses the flat surface at a center
thereof,

wherein a distance, if any, along a direction from the
center of the convex surface to the first optical axis and
perpendicular to the first optical axis is shorter than a
distance along a direction from the center of the convex
surface to the second optical axis and perpendicular to
the second optical axis,

wherein the third optical axis is inclined away from the
first optical axis, and

wherein, assuming an angle of inclination of the third
optical axis away from the first optical axis as 0, the
numerical aperture of the output face of the illuminat-
ing optical fiber as NA, the effective diameter of the
lens as ¢, a distance from the center of the convex
surface of the lens to the input face of the receiving
optical fiber and the output face of the illuminating
optical fiber as d, and a distance along a direction from
the center of the convex surface to the second optical
axis and perpendicular to the second optical axis as [.2,
the following relation is satisfied:

0 < |12 < (sind + cose)g — d xtan(sin" NA).



